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N O T E   F R O M   P R E S I D E N T   D A V E 
 

 
Your Society has been busy this year and is coming up on one of the busiest times of the year. There are and 
will be many opportunities for members to participate in events like the Birmingham Hamfest, the Vintage Stereo 
Swap Day and the Legends of Broadcast. Details of these events follow in this Newsletter.  

Dave Cisco and Dee Haynes continue to give historical radio presentations around the area. They could use a 
couple of volunteers to help with future presentations. You will learn so much more about AHRS and the history 
of radio, both globally and locally, when you attend and help put on these presentations.  

We had our first Board meeting of the year and plans for the coming year, as well as future years, were discussed.  
We also talked about improving our website, Museum signage, including QR labels for our major display pieces, 
and increasing income for general operations.  Another event that we would like to see more often is the Radio 
Auction for members. 

Speaking of income, membership dues for 2018 are past due so please, if you have not paid them yet, consider 
doing so now.  

Dave Cisco was re-elected as Chairman of the Board, so congratulate him next time you see him.  

Thanks for all you do to support our Society! 

President Dave 
 (205) 999-7178 
johnelecco@charter.net 

 

 
President Dave Johnson 

 
 

William Marvin Shepherd (“Bill”) passed away on February 15, 2018.  Graveside service will be held Tuesday, 
February 20, 2018, from 2:00 p.m. – 2:15 p.m. at Forest Hill Cemetery, 431 60th Street North, Birmingham, AL  
35212. Bill was a founding member of the Alabama Historical Radio Society, and we will greatly miss his 
knowledge and willingness to share it with others in the radio hobby. 
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W H A T’ S   H A P P E N I N G   A T   AHRS 
 

 

A group of home-schooled students and parents from Jubilee Academy in Irondale Alabama toured the 
Shop and the Don Kresge Memorial Radio Museum in late January.  Steven Westbrook, Dee Haynes, 
Don Letchman and Tom Killian led small groups on a tour of the Shop and then on a tour of the Don 
Kresge Memorial Radio Museum down the street.  

Each member of the tour was provided with a souvenir, new in the box, RCA JRC 9004 acorn tube 
dated February 1945, U. S. Army for the Admiral Corporation. Each tube box has a label stating that it 
is a "Souvenir from the Alabama Historical Radio Society." These tubes were used in aircraft altimeters 
during World War II and we have hundreds of them to give away. They have become popular souvenirs 
for our visitors. From all indications, the home schoolers enjoyed their tour. 

 

 
Steven Westbrook explaining radio history to the home-schooled students and their parents. 

 
The January Monday Night Meeting program was given by member Michael Spanos on the invention 
of the light bulb. Forget who you think invented the light bulb, Thomas Edison was one of many working 
on the early light bulb and was given the most credit based on his efforts.  Michael passed around 
several samples of light bulbs, including a 1909 tungsten filament Edison Mazda Lamp, which Dave 
Cisco is holding in the following picture. Mazda was the Greek god for light and wisdom. 
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Dave Cisco holding a 1909 tungsten filament Edison Mazda Lamp with a magazine ad for it. 

 

 
Michael Spanos presenting the program on the invention of the light bulb at the January night meeting. 



 
 

February 2018  Page 4 

The February Monday night meeting will be held at the Shop on February 26, beginning at 6 p.m. 
Following a brief business meeting, there will be a program that will preview our AHRS Forum to be 
presented at the Hamfest on March 3. This Forum is about Clandestine Radios and a closer look at the 
Enigma Machine we will have on display during the Hamfest. 
 
Instructor Joe Miner continues to teach the monthly radio class where he has been covering in detail 
the operation of the All American Five (AAF) radio, section by section. His February class was well 
attended and covered a review of the circuit operation of the AAF, Ohm's Law, Kirchoff's Laws, audio 
output circuits and basic radio analysis.  
 
The next radio class is scheduled for March 10, the second Saturday in March, since the first Saturday 
is the Birmingham Hamfest. Joe will continue the circuit analysis of the AAF and will help troubleshoot 
any student radio restoration projects. He will additionally review power supplies in old radios. 
 

 
Instructor Joe Minor explaining the signal path and function of each section of the All American Five radio. 

 
The Shop has been busy, and I caught some new members working on their radios, as well as, some 
of the regular folks routinely restoring old radios in the following pictures. 
 

 
Don Letchman working to rebuild an RCA Model 103 Speaker for the Shop radio display. 
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Don Letchman with finished RCA 103 Speaker with a new grill cloth. 

 

 
Michael Bainbridge aka Big Mike working on his radio. Big Mike has been under the weather and it is great to 
have him back working around the Shop. 
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Jim Rogers working with Ron Studdard on Ron's Globe 700 radio. 

 

 
Dee Haynes and Hector King from Atlanta working on Hector's console radio. 
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Jim Rogers and Dee Haynes rewinding a speaker coil. 

 

 
Larry Lokey, Hop Hayes, Jim Rogers watching Maurice Hill restore a radio with unique problems. 
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Several opportunities are coming up for our Society to display for, sell to and educate the public about 
our objectives and to bring in some needed funds. The Birmingham Hamfest is the first opportunity on 
March 2 and 3 at the Zamora Temple in Irondale, AL.  
 
We will have ten tables of historic displays, radios, test equipment, books and magazines for sale. Also, 
we will present a Forum on Clandestine Radios, including an Enigma Machine, like those used in World 
War II.  Member Mike Lord is leading the effort on Clandestine Radios. He has built several into small 
suitcases based on actual information about these radios used in World War II. 
 

 
AHRS Sales Tables at the 2017 Birmingham Hamfest 

 
The next opportunity will be having a table or two at a local Vintage Stereo Swap Day at Tom's Sound 
(no relation) on April 7, from 11:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. at the store at 4013 1st Avenue North in 
Birmingham. I looked through our stored stereo equipment in the Annex and we have enough receivers, 
tuners, tape decks, record players, and amplifiers to fill a couple of tables. This is another opportunity 
to clear out some inventory and make a little money. 
 
The next opportunity is the Legends of Broadcast, an event we have conducted the past seven years 
with great success. Local broadcast on-air and off-air personalities are invited to our Shop for a tour, a 
nice meal and several hours of story-telling and a lot of fellowship for those present. This year's event 
is scheduled for April 19, beginning at 10 a.m. at the Shop. This is not a fundraising event, but a fun 
event. 
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These are most of the past broadcasters attending the 2017 Legends of Broadcast. Sterling Brewer 
was there speaking for at least 20 minutes and left before this picture was made (Sterling passed away 
shortly following the Legends event in April). On the left front are Ed Levin and his wife. Ed told us his 
story of being kidnapped by terrorists while working as a journalist in the middle east and the efforts his 
wife made to get his release. This was a very moving story, while most of the Legends' stories are a 
little lighter. 
 
On most Saturday mornings, member Tom Hayes from Northport, AL, brings in a radio that he has 
completely restored to better than new condition. Saturday, February 10, Tom brought in a rare radio 
impeccably restored. It caught everybody's eye and has created a desire to purchase it for display in 
our Museum. It is a Search Light Radio by G & F Radio Sales Company made in 1938. It is considered 
to be very rare by radio collectors who know radios. 
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Search Light Radio by G & F Radio Sales Company made in 1938 restored by Tom Hayes. 

 
Until next time! 

 
Tom Killian 
205-936-5455 
music.tomdj@gmail.com 
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O L D   T I M E   R A D I O   B I T S 
 

 
About 85 years ago, before there were over 30,000 AM/FM/TV stations, before there was streaming 
video and audio, and before there was the internet with all of it offerings - there was simply radio.  In 
fact, there were only 10 stations in all of Alabama in the 1930’s and only a few more than 650 in the 
Northern Hemisphere.  Listening to all the available stations in the United States may not have been 
possible, but the chance of listening to all of them was significantly greater than accomplishing that feat 
today. 
 
On one of the work days at the shop a few weeks ago, Dave Cisco showed me a Radio Tours Map and 
suggested that it be included in our newsletter.  The map unfolds into a full-size map of the 48 states, 
Canada and Mexico so it is not feasible to put it all in the newsletter.  However, it is practical to highlight 
the more interesting parts of the map and I will attempt to do that here.  If you are interested in seeing 
the complete map, just see Dave; he will have it in the library and will be glad to share it with you. 
 
Shown first is the cover of the map from World Radio in Boston, Massachusetts.  Note that the map 
cost 10 cents, which was just about the price of a gallon of gasoline, the price of five postage stamps 
or more than the price for a loaf of bread.  Not being a tube person, I was taken by the RCA Cunningham 
Radiotron tube logo and surprised to read some of the history associated with that brand.  If you are 
interested in the subject, just search for RCA Cunningham Radiotron in your favorite internet search 
engine and you can find the whole story.  Just a little tease here, it involves theft and corporate 
shenanigans. 
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The next scan was a description of America’s Latest Game – Radio Tours. 
 

 
 
Next came the details for what was required to play this game.  Even though the print may be small, 
this is a pdf document and you can zoom in with your reader to see all the text. 
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Since it was not possible to present the complete map here, only the southeastern states are shown 
below.  Note the three stations listed for Birmingham – WAPI on a frequency of 1140 kilocycles, WBRC 
on 930 kilocycles, and WKBC on 1310 kilocycles.  It is interesting to note that all three of these stations 
still exist today.  WAPI is at 1070 KHz.  WBRC became WERC and is at home today on 960 KHz.  
WKBC became WSGN when the Birmingham News bought the station in 1932 and today is WAGG at 
610 KHz.  Note also on the map is a “performance yardstick” for measuring the success of the 
participation in the game. 
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Next comes the tips on touring the stations. Included are the pages that included Alabama, Florida and 
Georgia as shown on the map. 
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Of course, if a distant station was received on a frequency, the Kilocycle Index was required to help 
identify the station. This is only a part of the listing. 
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Since this tour is presented by the RCA Cunningham Radiotron, it is only fair to present the ad 
associated with the sponsor. 
 

 
 
I must admit that I enjoyed looking at this souvenir from the past and thank Dave for showing it to me. 
 
Until we meet again in the theatre of the mind…. 
 

Larry Lokey 
larry@otronmp3.com 
Website - otronmp3.com 
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We meet every Saturday (unless a Holiday weekend) at 9:00 a.m., at the one-story AHRS Shop 
at the corner of 8th Avenue North and 18th Street, (1801 8th Avenue North, Birmingham, AL 
35203).  Birmingham, AL 35203).  Use the rear (Southeast) entrance.  
 

The Shop is open on Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. until around 11:30 a.m. when we go to Marilyn's 
Deli and Dog for lunch next door.  Note that parking can be a problem on Tuesdays, so you 
may have to find street parking occasionally. 
 

We meet on the fourth Monday night of each month, too, at 6:00 p.m.  Please come join us! 
 

One more great benefit from becoming a member of AHRS--free Electronic classes! 

 

Classes are taught the first Saturday of each month (except when something special is 

taking place, then we agree on what Saturday). 

 

We start from the beginning Ohms Law, inductors, resistor and Capacitors color codes, 

as well as what each component does within the radio circuits.  We also teach how to use 

test equipment used in the repairing of radios.  We teach troubleshooting radio troubles, 

as well as how to read a radio diagram.  There are coil winding classes, and one-on-one 

repair help.  Come join these classes! 
  

 

S A T U R D A Y   M E E T I N G S 

 

S H O P   O N   T U E S D A Y S 

 

R E G U L A R   M E E T I N G S 

 

F R E E   E L E C T R O N I C S   C L A S S E S 
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY 

 
Membership dues are $25 a year, payable beginning in January.  If you have questions about your 
dues, you can contact Treasurer Mike Woodruff at 205-823-7204.  Dues can be mailed to AHRS at 
P.O. Box 131418, Birmingham AL 35213.   
 

 

O F F I C E R S 
 

 
President – Dave Johnson 
(205) 999—7178 
johnelecco@charter.net 
 
Vice President – Steven Westbrook 
205-305-0679 
spwestbro@bellsouth.net 
 
Recording Secretary – Dee Haynes 
205-841-4360 
k4hfx1@charter.net 
 
Treasurer – Mike Woodruff 
205-823-7204 
michael_woodruff@hotmail.com 
 

Member and Instructor – Robert Frye 
205-482-0562 
RLF100243@aol.com 
 
Web site – Bob Lovell 
mgr@dixiewebdesigns.com 
 
Web Address: 
http://alhrs.org 
 
E-mail Address: 
ahrs2000@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter – Patsy Desaulniers 
patwrite@gmail.com

03/24/2018 | Ides of March Hamfest 
Location: Union City, TN 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Reelfoot Amateur Radio Club 
Website: http://reelfootarc.com 
 
10/20/2018 | Tennessee State Convention (Hamfest Chattanooga 2018) 
Location: East Ridge, TN 
Type: ARRL Convention 
Sponsor: Chattanooga Amateur Radio Club 
Website: http://www.w4am.net 
More: Southeastern hamfests; WA7BNM Contest Calendar; Contest Corral; QRP Contests; State QSO parties; Special Event Stations; North 
America SOTA events; DX Bulletins 

 

D U E S   I N F O R M A T I O N 

 

2018   H A M F E S T   A N D   S W A P   S C H E D U L E 
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